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Anticipating future celebration fortifies present faithfulness. 

Faithfulness 

15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of 
criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not 
be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  

Testing 

“Divinely loved ones [divinely loved by God], stop thinking that the smelting 
process which is [operating] among you and which has come to you for the 
purpose of testing [you], is a thing alien to you…as you share in common with 
the sufferings of Christ…. 
Kenneth Wuest, The New Testament: An Expanded Translation 

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with 
us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18 And, 

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
    what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 



Celebration 

13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  

16 …if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you 
bear that name.  

Decision 

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves 
to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

Because of what God has said to me through His Word this morning, I will…. 

For Reflection and Discussion: What does living faithfully for Jesus look like for 
me at present? How is God testing me—or might He test me? What do I have 
to celebrate now? How am I celebrating? What do I imagine future 
celebration in eternity will look like? Since God is more interested in who we 
are and what we do than how much we know, what will I do about what God 
is saying to me? 

In Preparation for Next Sunday: Prayerfully read 1 Peter 5:1-7, asking God what 
He is asking of you in this passage. 


