
SERMON NOTES 
“Welcome Holy Spirit” 

Biblical Text: Thessalonians 5:19, Ephesians 5:18-21, 2 Corinthians 6:16 
    Pastor: Art Birch

We welcome the Holy Spirit in our lives and in our church. 

The Spirit-filled Life Described 
Ephesians 5:18-21 

· Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
· Singing and making music in our hearts to the Lord 
· Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ 
· Submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God?” 1 Corinthians 6:19 

“…we are the temple of the living God.” 2 Corinthians 6:16 

The Spirit-filled Life Quenched 

The Spirit stop quenching. (The Spirit do not be in the habit of quenching.) 
1 Thessalonians 5:19 
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.” Ephesians 4:30 

· By treating with contempt the gifts the Spirit has given others. 1 Thess 5:20. 19-22 Don’t 
suppress the Spirit, and don’t stifle those who have a word from the Master. On the other 
hand, don’t be gullible. Check out everything, and keep only what’s good. Throw out 
anything tainted with evil. The Message 
· By neglecting the gifts the Spirit has given us. 2 Tim 1:6 



· By fearing—fear of what the Spirit may move us to do, fear of getting into 
theological error, fear of bearing gospel witness…. 2 Tim 1:8 
· By not wanting to hear what God wants to say to us. Acts 7:51 
· By persisting in sinful attitudes, actions and interactions. Ephesians 4:30; 5:15-17; 
Isaiah 63:10 
· By trying to fill our thirst for God with other things. Eph 5:18 
· By seeking to live a life pleasing to God through self-effort. Gal 3:2-3 

The Spirit-filled Life Chosen 

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 
Spirit…. Ephesians 5:18 

The present tense: 

The passive voice: 

“19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I 
am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” Revelation 3:19-20 

“37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 
Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.38 Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” John 7:37-38 

SERMON IN ACTION: 
What concrete evidences of the fullness of the Spirit do you see in your attitudes? In what 
ways are you quenching or grieving the Spirit, shutting Jesus out of some aspects of your 
life? Are you willing to be earnest, repent, and open your life fully to Jesus through the 
work of His Spirit? When will you work this through with Jesus? 

FOR NEXT WEEK: 
Today’s Step of Faith has been Step Up—Empower, a step towards growth in our 
experience of God Himself. Next Sunday’s Step of Faith will be Step Out—Engage. Our 
speaker is Maron Kroeker, who will be representing Cyrus Centre. Cyrus Centre is one 
opportunity among many to engage with our community. Pray this week that every one of 
us will engage with our larger community in Jesus’ name in some way.
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